PABLO HELD BIOGRAPHY

Pablo Held (*1986) is an acclaimed German pianist, composer, podcaster and educator. He
is a significant figure in international jazz, celebrated for his adventurous spirit, originality,
and musical mastery. DOWNBEAT calls him “a restlessly creative artist with virtuosic skill".
Praise also comes from jazz legend Wayne Shorter: ,| like what you're doing. You’re going to
those other places. And you have that inside-velocity and storytelling! | hear you going your
way, down the path least taken in life. Yeah! That's an adventurous path and it takes
courage”

Held’s musical endeavours have earned him a place among the most respected European
jazz musicians. He worked with greats such as John Scofield, Chris Potter, Melissa Aldana,
Billy Hart, Norma Winstone, Ralph Towner, Ben Street, Tom Harrell, Caroline Davis, Skuli
Sverrisson, Dave Liebman, Sam Amidon, Anders Jormin and Lage Lund.

For two decades, Held has led the Pablo Held Trio with bassist Robert Landfermann and
drummer Jonas Burgwinkel, a dynamic unit that has become a model for long-term
ensemble development. The trio is known for their empathic interplay, musical risk-taking
and improvisational skills. Their performances are thrilling and unpredictable, constantly
pushing the boundaries of improvisation and composition. This has earned them the
admiration of audiences, critics and jazz greats. Ralph Towner hailed the Pablo Held Trio as
an “important example of the evolution of the piano trio in jazz” and John Scofield called
them “one of the great bands in music today”.

Since 2018 he hosts the interview podcast Pablo Held Investigates. In over 100 episodes
he has talked to his musical heroes and peers about their creative process, inspirations
behind the music and memorable experiences, focussing on the magical moments, when
music comes to life. Pablo Held Investigates has become an important contribution to the
oral history of the music of our time. The long list of guests includes Wayne Shorter, Bill
Frisell, Caroline Shaw, Joey Baron, Sullivan Fortner, Madison Cunningham, Billy Hart, Chris
Weisman, Maria Schneider, Dave Holland, Wolfgang Muthspiel, John Patitucci, Ella Zirina,
Gonzalo Rubalcaba, Savannah Harris, Jorge Rossy, Tineke Postma, Larry Goldings, Blake
Mills and many more.

Transcription and analysis are the cornerstones of Held’s musical studies, and he loves
sharing his discoveries with others. On his Patreon page he shares educational videos,
handwritten lead sheets and music recommendations, offering unique insights into his
creative process. In the past he has held teaching positions at leading European jazz
conservatories. Currently, Pablo Held teaches at Hochschule fiir Musik & Tanz Kéln and
gives masterclasses around the world.

Since 2017, Held has been curating the concert series Pablo Held Meets at LOFT Kéin.
The innovative format celebrates the magic of first encounters, bringing together
international greats, his peers and young talents, bridging generations, nationalities and
directions in music. Each edition features a newly curated line-up with a tailored repertoire.
The concerts are also streamed live to a worldwide audience.

Held’s artistry is well documented on more than 60 albums. As a bandleader he released
trio records (Forest Of Oblivion, Music, Trio Live, Lineage, Recondita Armonia,
Investigations, Who We Are, Trio Plays Standards), albums with bigger instrumentations
(GLOW, GLOW Il and Elders), a solo album (Embracing You), an extensive



documentation of his concert series (Meet Me At The Loft), an orchestral album
(Adventures) and fruitful collaborations with two guitar heroes: John Scofield (The Trio
Meets John Scofield) and Nelson Veras (Ascent, Descent, Unity).

Since 2021, Held has been releasing music on his own label Hopalit Records.

Throughout the years Pablo Held has won numerous awards, including the WDR Jazz Prize
for Improvisation, the SWR Jazz Prize, and the German Jazz Prize.



PABLO HELD BIOGRAPHIE

Pablo Held (*1986) ist Pianist, Komponist, Podcaster und Padagoge. Er zahlt zu den
pragenden Stimmen des internationalen Jazz und wird fir seinen Wagemut, seine
Originalitat und seine meisterhafte Musikalitat gefeiert. Das Magazin DownBeat beschreibt
ihn als ,rastlos kreativen Kinstler mit virtuoser Finesse®. Jazzlegende Wayne Shorter sagt: ,|
like what you're doing. You’re going to those other places. And you have that inside-velocity
and storytelling! | hear you going your way, down the path least taken in life. Yeah! That’s an
adventurous path and it takes courage®

Held hat sich einen festen Platz unter Europas renommiertesten Jazzmusiker*innen erspielt
und mit GréRen wie John Scofield, Chris Potter, Melissa Aldana, Billy Hart, Norma Winstone,
Ralph Towner, Ben Street, Tom Harrell, Caroline Davis, Skuli Sverrisson, Dave Liebman,
Sam Amidon, Anders Jormin und Lage Lund zusammengearbeitet.

Seit zwei Jahrzehnten pragt das Pablo Held Trio — zusammen mit Bassist Robert
Landfermann und Schlagzeuger Jonas Burgwinkel — die europaische Jazzszene. Das Trio
ist bekannt fir intuitive Interaktion und unerschrockene Spielfreude. lhre Konzerte sind voller
Uberraschungen, stets im Spannungsfeld zwischen Komposition und Improvisation.
Publikum, Fachpresse und Jazzgrofien sind gleichermalien fasziniert. Ralph Towner sieht in
ihnen ,ein wegweisendes Beispiel fur die Weiterentwicklung des Klaviertrios im Jazz®,
wahrend John Scofield sie als ,eine der groRRartigen Bands unserer Zeit* bezeichnet.

Seit 2018 gibt Held in seinem Podcast Pablo Held Investigates faszinierende Einblicke in
die Gedankenwelt seiner musikalischen Vorbilder und Zeitgenoss*innen. In den mittlerweile
Uber 100 Gesprachen geht es um den kreativen Prozess, Inspiration und jene magischen
Momente, in denen Musik entsteht. Pablo Held Investigates ist ein bedeutender Beitrag zur
“Oral History” der Musik unserer Zeit. Zu den Gasten zahlen u. a. Wayne Shorter, Bill Frisell,
Caroline Shaw, Joey Baron, Sullivan Fortner, Madison Cunningham, Billy Hart, Chris
Weisman, Maria Schneider, Dave Holland, Wolfgang Muthspiel, John Patitucci, Ella Zirina,
Gonzalo Rubalcaba, Savannah Harris, Jorge Rossy, Tineke Postma, Larry Goldings und
Blake Mills.

Als Musiker ist Held stets auf der Suche — und seine Erkenntnisse teilt er gern. Auf seiner
Patreon-Seite veroffentlicht er Lehrvideos, handgeschriebene Lead Sheets und
Musikempfehlungen und gewahrt so Einblicke in seinen Schaffensprozess. Er hat an
fuhrenden europaischen Konservatorien unterrichtet und lehrt momentan an der
Hochschule fiir Musik & Tanz Koln. Daruber hinaus gibt er rund um die Welt
Masterclasses.

Seit 2017 kuratiert er die Konzertreihe Pablo Held Meets im LOFT Kd&ln — ein einzigartiges
Format, das die Magie erster Begegnungen zelebriert. Hier treffen internationale GrofRRen,
langjahrige Weggefahrt*innen und aufstrebende Talente aufeinander. Jedes Konzert
prasentiert eine neue Besetzung mit einem darauf zugeschnittenen Repertoire. Die Konzerte
werden zudem live im Internet gestreamt.



Helds umfangreiche Diskografie umfasst Gber 60 Alben. Unter eigenem Namen
veroffentlichte er Trio-Aufnahmen (Forest Of Oblivion, Music, Trio Live, Lineage, Recondita
Armonia, Investigations, Who We Are, Trio Plays Standards), grofiere Ensemblewerke
(GLOW, GLOW II, Elders), ein Soloalbum (Embracing You), Dokumentation der
Konzertreihe (Meet Me At The Loft), ein orchestrales Album (Adventures) und
Kollaborationen mit zwei Gitarrenlegenden: John Scofield (The Trio Meets John Scofield)
und Nelson Veras (Ascent, Descent, Unity).

Seit 2021 veroffentlicht er seine Musik auf seinem eigenen Label Hopalit Records.

Fir sein Schaffen wurde Pablo Held mit zahlreichen Auszeichnungen geehrt, darunter der
WDR Jazzpreis fiir Improvisation, der SWR Jazzpreis und der Deutsche Jazzpreis.



