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ABOUT US

Facts and figures
12/2023:

• Founded in 1971
• Professors: 293
• Employees: 1360
• 4 faculties
• Institute of Music
• around 100 degree

programs
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Faculty of Business Management and Social Sciences

5.308 students (winter semester
2023/2024)

• The Caprivi Campus is a campus which 
is surrounded by historic buildings.

• Located in the center, there are a small, 
but fine canteen and cafeteria.

• Since 2014, the Caprivi Lounge has 
been a retreat away from teaching and 
research, which is intended for 
conversing, relaxing or celebrating.

M.A. MANAGEMENT IN NONPROFIT-ORGANISATIONS

Caprivi-Campus
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Caprivi-Campus

WESTERBERG CAMPUS

ecture hall building with a "floating" area

Student Restaurant and Cafetaria

LIBRARY
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STUDYING MASTER MANAGEMENT IN 
NONPROFIT-ORGANISATIONS (M.A.)
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• Do you want to use your management talent to make a 
positive impact on society? 

• In our Master program, you will acquire the specialist 
know-how to create significant added value in the nonprofit 
sector of the future, steer social discourse and drive 
transformative change. 

• Benefit from a globally networked, multi-perspective 
learning environment that prepares you for your role as a 
leader of tomorrow through innovative teaching formats. 

• Nonprofit organizations are growing in importance and 
competition is getting tougher – this requires leaders who 
make a difference with creativity, responsibility and 
strategic skill. We will prepare you for a sustainable, fair 
and collaborative tomorrow. 

• Are you ready to redefine management and make a real 
difference?

MANAGEMENT IN NONPROFIT-ORGANISATIONS (M.A.)

FOR THE SOCIETY OF TOMORROW: BECOME AN 
EXPERT IN NONPROFIT-MANAGEMENT
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M.A. MANAGEMENT IN NONPROFIT-ORGANISATIONS

IN A NUTSHELL

Master of Arts (M.A.)Degree

Consecutive full-time study programme (120 ECTS)Programme type

4 semesterDuration

English (Electives in German language are available)Language

28 students per semester, 8 of which are reserved for the scholarship holders of 
the DAAD Helmut Schmidt Program

Intake

• Non-EU applicants with foreign degree apply via Uni-Assist Portal from 
February 1st to April 1st, 2025 for the Winter Semester 2025/2026

• EU applicants with foreign degree apply via Uni-Assist Portal by July15th, 
2025 for the Winter Semester 2025/2026

• Applicants with a German degree apply via the Osnabrück University of 
Applied Sciences Application Portal from May 1st to July 15th, 2025 for the 
Winter Semester 2025/2026

Application

• Bachelor Degree in Business Management, Economics, Social Sciences or
related programs

• English language proficiency (B2 level)
• German language proficiency (A1 level)

Admission 
Requirements

Semester fees approx. 360 EUR (including Semesterticket)Semester fees
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MANAGEMENT IN NONPROFIT-ORGANISATIONS (M.A.)

 

 
Sem.  

General  
Competences 

Key Competences 

Specialisations 

Specialisation 1  
Spheres of Activities of Non-

profit Organisations 

Specialisation 2 
(elective) 

 

1 
Leadership and 

Reflection in an In-
tercultural Context 

Process-, Quality- 
and Project- 
management 

Organisation and 
Leadership for the 
Nonprofit-Sector 

Human Resource 
and Volunteer  

Management for the  
Nonprofit-Sector 

Theories of the Third Sector – 
Management Theories, Civil 

Society and Governance 
Module 1 

 
 

2 
Ethics for  
Nonprofit- 

Organisations 

Marketing and  
Public Relations 

Financial Manage-
ment and Control-
ling in Nonprofit- 

Organisations 

a.Zukunftskonzepte 
für den Nonprofit-
Bereich - ein Praxis-
projekt or  
b.Future Concepts 
for the Nonprofit Sec-
tor - an international 
Project 

Spheres of Activities of Non-
profit Organisations 

Module 2 

 
 

3 
Law for Nonprofit 

Organisations 
Fundraising 

Scientific Methods 
and Research for 

the Nonprofit- 
Sector 

Monitoring, Evalua-
tion and Social  

Impact 

a.Interdisziplinäre Denkwerk-
statt - Soziale Innovationen  
b.Interdisciplinary Think Tank 
- Social Innovations  
c.Interdisziplinäre Denkwerk-
statt - Lobbying und Inter-
essensvertretung  
d.Interdisciplinary Think Tank 
- Advocacy 

Module 3 

 Voluntary semester abroad in the 3rd semester 
4                                                           Master Module 

STUDY PLAN
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MANAGEMENT IN NONPROFIT-ORGANISATIONS (M.A.)

Specialisation 2: One Specialisation of your choice 

Specialisation 2: Module 1 
Winter Semester 

Module 2 
Summer Semester 

Module 3 
Winter Semester 

Development  
Cooperation 

(in English Language) 

Theory and History of Interna-
tional Relations /  
International Law 

Development Economics Public Policy and Governance 

Change Management 
(in German Language) 

Geschäftsmodellanalyse und 
Transformation 

Leadership und 
Innovation 

a) Fusion, Sanierung und  
Development 

b) Industrial and Organisational 
Transformation (english) 

Personalmanagement 
(in German Language) 

Aktuelle Ambiguitäten der  
Arbeitswelt 

Personalentwicklung und 
Karrieremanagement 

Konzeptentwicklung und Fallstudien 
zum Personalmanagement 

Bildungsmanagement und 
-planung in der Kommune 

(in German Language) 

(Inklusive) Bildung und soziale 
Teilhabe in kleinräumiger  

Perspektive 

Kommunale Partizipation und 
inklusive Gesellschafts- 

entwicklung 

Kommunales Bildungsmanagement 
und integrierte Konzepte der  

Bildungsplanung 

 

STUDY PLAN: CHOICE OF SPECIALISATION
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MANAGEMENT IN NONPROFIT-ORGANISATIONS (M.A.)

CAREER PROSPECTS

Alumnis from our program can be found in all kinds of NPOs:

• Humanitarian organisations
• Charities and foundations
• Political organisations and Citizens‘ initiatives
• Social Businesses and Development aid organisations
• Environmental and Nonprofit-Organisations in the fields of sport, culture or
education

The positions vary from content oriented program workers to
management oriented leadership positions. With our generalist
program every career you choose is open for you.
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APPLICATION & ADMISSION
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M.A. MANAGEMENT IN NONPROFIT-ORGANISATIONS

The main requirements for admission to the Master Management 
in Nonprofit-Organisations are

• A bachelor's degree in economics or a bachelor's degree in 
social sciences or other professionally appropriate study. The 
selection committee decides whether a Bachelor's degree is 
suitable.

• Study competence in English at B2 level 

• Study competence in German at A1 level for foreign applicants

• Ranking Criteria: final grade bachelor, voluntary work / 
involvement in non-profit organisations, professional 
experience with relevance to the study program, internships, 
performance-related and subject-related scholarships.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
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M.A. MANAGEMENT IN NONPROFIT-ORGANISATIONS

TIMELINE
Application & Admission Process NON-EU

From February 1st to April 1st, 2025 for the Winter Semester 
2025/2026 (Non-EU Applicants) 

Step 1: NON-EU: Online-Application 
via Uni-Assist Portal

End of April/Beginning of May (Non-EU Applicants) Step 2: Admission (or Rejection)

Proof can be submitted until August 31, 2025Step 3: German A1

If admission is granted, a valid visa must be submitted by 
August 31, 2025.

Step 4: Visa

September 22, 2025Step 5: Start of lectures

Application & Admission Process EU/GERMAN
From May 1st to July 15th, 2025 for the Winter Semester 
2025/2026 (EU/German Applicants)

Step 1: GERMAN: Online-Application 
via Osnabrück Application Portal
EU: Online Application via Uni-Assist

End of July (EU/German Applicants) Step 2: Admission (or Rejection)

Supporting documents must be uploaded by 31 August (EU)Step 3/4: German A1/Visa

September 22, 2025Step 4: Start of lectures
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DAAD SCHOLARSHIP
HELMUT SCHMIDT PROGRAMME
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M.A. MANAGEMENT IN NONPROFIT-ORGANISATIONS

• There are up to 8 DAAD scholarship holders in each academic year

• Application period is always one year in advance (because of a preliminary
German course in Germany)

• You can apply between 1st June and 31st July 2025, your studies
would start in the winter semester 2026/2027 (September 2026)

• All information about the documents required for an application can be
found here (current announcement, checklist, application form, list of 
countries eligible to apply etc.).

• All further information on the application process and 
English language requirements can be found here.

DAAD Scholarship – Helmut Schmidt Programme

15

16



14.03.2025

9

17

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (ASSOCIATION
FOR NONPROFIT MANAGEMENT)  
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M.A. MANAGEMENT IN NONPROFIT-ORGANISATIONS

The association is supported by the voluntary work of active students from the 
Master's in Management in Nonprofit Organisations. 

They organise events and functions for MANPO students, alumni and non-
profit organisations in order to create an active network. 

The association organises
• exchanges with interesting speakers, 
• plans supra-regional excursions and 
• organises events in the non-profit sector, such as the annual summer party 

and various networking evenings.
• an event at which non-profit organisations present 

masterwork topics to students

Association for nonprofit management
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LIVING IN OSNABRÜCK
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• 170.000 inhabitants

• Lively, safe student city 

• Rich cultural life and a beautiful old town 

• Low cost of living compared to other 
German cities

• Many parks and green spaces

• Located within the boundaries of the 
UNESCO national park TERRA.vita 

• Easy access to Berlin, Cologne, 
Amsterdam

M.A. MANAGEMENT IN NONPROFIT-ORGANISATIONS

The “City of Peace”

LIVING IN OSNABRÜCK
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Mechthild Gerdes
Program Coordinator
npo@hs-osnabrueck.de
Phone +49 (0)541- 969 3054

Visit us on: www.hs-osnabrueck.de/management-in-nonprofit-organisations

Hochschule Osnabrück is on Social Media: 

Prof. Dr. Gesa Birnkraut
Program Director
Academic guidance and 
counselling

CONTACT

Vivienne Martinuzzi
Coordinator DAAD Helmut 
Schmidt Programme
ppgg@hs-osnabrueck.de
Phone +49 (0)541- 969 3239

Thank you for your time and we look forward to 
your application!

Thank you for your time and we look forward to 
your application!
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